Archival Collections
Primary Sources
A Primary Source is an artifact or document (such as a letter, newspaper clipping, or other
source of information) that is an original source of information about a topic. Primary Sources
offer the most direct connection and insight into the past.
The PA History Society has one of the largest collection of historic, primary source information
on physician assistants. The PAHx now offers the entirety of its archival holdings online in a
collection of Finding Aids. A Finding Aid is a roadmap for each collection in our archives.
Collections Finding Aids
If you go to the Archival Research webpage (https://pahx.org/archival-research/), you will be
able to see a list of every collection in our archive, along with a brief description of what is in
that collection. Collections are traditionally named for the person that donated them, which
sometimes means that the collection’s materials aren’t solely (or at all) about that person! For
example: The Don Pedersen Collection does not include information on Don Pedersen. It mostly
contains NCCPA committee materials on recertification from the 1980s.
Title of the Collection

Short Description of the Collection
Link to Finding Aid

By clicking on the name of a collection that you are interested in, you will be taken to our
PastPerfect ™ website’s finding aid for that collection.

A Finding Aid is divided up into 8 parts:
1. The Catalog Number: This lets the archivist know where the container(s) is/are located
in the archive.
2. The name of the collection
3. The Scope and Content Note – A brief overview of the historic significance of the
collection and what it contains, ex. Correspondence, newspaper clippings, board
meeting minutes, etc.
4. Admin/Biographical History – A more in-depth history of the collection, who donated it,
and any other meaningful history that may be of use to the researcher.
5. Copyrights – Defines if the PAHx archives own the rights to the materials or if someone
else must be contacted for the researcher to republish the material.
6. Search Terms – Keywords and phrases that describe the themes and people within the
collection materials.
7. Year(s) – The dates that the materials in the collection span.
8. Containers – This lists the names of the folders with in the collection. It gives the
researcher a better sense of what subjects the collection holds.
a. If you click on one of the folder names it will show you more information on that
folder, such as the date(s) of the contents and if there are any special details.
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You can see more information on the
folder by clicking on its name

Name of folder

Date range of materials in folder
Searching the Archival Collections
There are ways to search the Society’s collections without clicking on every finding aid to try to
find what you are looking for.
On the Archival Research page, find the link to our Archival Collection in PastPerfect ™.

Link to PastPerfect Website

Or just click the following link: http://pahx.pastperfectonline.com/archive and you will be taken
to our Archive Search Page.
Type in any keyword, such as a topic or name, that you are researching in the Archive Search
box. If the keyword is longer than one word, make sure to encase it in quotations marks. For
example, “International PA Programs”.

Archives Search Box

All the collections in the PAHx archives that contain materials relating to that topic, person or
organization will show up.

Clicking on the name of a collection will bring up that collection’s finding aid.
You can also search a topic or person by clicking on the appropriate link in the Search Terms
section of a finding aid.

Researcher Requests
You have done a search of the archival collections, found a collection and some folders you
think would be important for your research… Now what?
Contact the friendly PAHx Archivist and ask for help!
You can reach her by emailing contactus@pahx.org
OR
Click the “Send Us Feedback” button in the top right corner of a finding aid page.

When writing to the Archivist, please make sure to explain some of the background of your
research and give the collection name and folder(s) that you are interested in.
The Archivist can then look through the folders to give you a better idea if they are suitable to
your research needs, offer advice on other collections that might be helpful, and scan the
appropriate documents/materials to send to you for your educational research purposes.

Ask us
for help!

