
Using the Research Library & References 
Searching the Library 

The PA History Society’s library card catalog is online on the PastPerfect™ Database. The search engines 
for the library can be found on the Research Library & Reference page (https://pahx.org/research-
library-references/) on the right side of the page. 

 

Using “Advance Search” in the PastPerfect™ Database 

An Advance Search is best if you are searching 
for all the works of an author or works that apply 
to a specific topic, regardless of format (book, 
article, etc.).  

To use the Advance Search function, click the 
first gold highlighted option in the search engine 
options on the right side of your screen. 

When you get to the PastPerfect™ Database 
Advance Search screen, locate the box on the top 
left of the screen.  
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Make sure that all the boxes, except for “Libraries” are not checked. This will confine your search to only 
the PAHx’s Library materials, such as books, articles, journals, etc. 

 

Next locate the search boxes underneath the box with the checks. 

The “Title” box would be good if you can 
only remember a fragment of the title of a 
material. 

The “Creator” box is used when looking up 
an author. 

The “Search Terms” box is what you would 
use if you were searching for materials that 
pertain to a certain topic, ex. Military PAs, PA 
Education. 

“Description” can be used the same as 
“Search Terms”. If you do not get the desired 
results from Search Terms, try the same in 
the Description box. 

Press the blue SEARCH button beneath the 
search boxes when you have entered in the 
proper field what you want to search for. 



*NOTE: If your KEYWORD consists of more than one word, consider using quotations around the words 
to help narrow the search down. Example: “Ruth Ballweg”, “PA Education”. 

Using the Other Search Options for the PastPerfect™ Database 

If you already know the type of format you 
which to search, consider using the other 
SEARCH options listed under “Advance Search” 
on the main Research Library & Reference page 
(https://pahx.org/research-library-references/). 
For example, if you are looking for books that 
are by a certain author or that are on a certain 
subject, try searching using the “Books” SEARCH 
function.  

Once you select the format you which to search, 
the SEARCH engine functions as it did with the 
Advanced Search, only confined to the format 
you chose. 

If you have any questions when conducting a 
SEARCH on the PA History Society website or 
PastPerfect™ catalog, please contact the PAHx Archivist at: contactus@pahx.org 
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