






From the PA Illustrated History 

         
 

Historical Happenings, Volume 18, Issue 1 — Winter 2024   Page 4 

Here we are in 2024.  This year, Facebook will cele-
brate its 20th anniversary and Amazon its 30th year 
of existence. The PA profession will be celebrating 
some pivotal events this year as well.  So, the be-
ginning of a new year is always a good time to look 
back on how our own profession has evolved over 
the years.  Here are some pivotal events drawn 
from the Society’s Illustrated History Timeline: 

60 Years Ago - 1964 

Eugene A. Stead Jr. , MD, disillusioned by orga-
nized nursing’s rejection of the advanced nurse cli-
nician program that he and nurse educator, Thelma 
Ingles, had developed, announces in a letter to 
Duke Hospital Administrator, Charles H. Frenzel, his 
intention to develop a program for the “physician’s 
assistant”, using former military corpsmen, modeled 
after the relationship between Amos N. Johnson, 
MD, and Henry Lee “Buddy” Treadwell, his assis-
tant, that was well known in the North Carolina com-
munity. 

50 Years Ago – 1974 

The AAPA and APAP joint national office opens in 
Washington, D.C. Donald W Fisher, PhD, serves as 
the first executive director. 

Fourteen national health organizations come togeth-
er to form the National Commission on Certification 
of Physician’s Assistants (NCCPA) to provide over-
sight regarding eligibility and standards for the 
NBME examination, and to assure state medical 
boards, employers and the public of the competency 
of PAs. Thomas E. Piemme, MD, is elected the first 
President. David L. Glazer is selected as the first 
Executive Director. A national office is opened the 
following year in Atlanta, GA. 

25 Years Ago – 1999 

The NCCPA’s Physician Assistant National Certi-
fying Examination (PANCE) is administered for 
the first time by computer at multiple sites around 
the country through a process developed by the 
National Board of Medical Examiners, and already 
in place for the licensing of physicians. 
The computer-based examination soon becomes 
universal for certification and licensure of all 
health professionals throughout the country. 

10 Years Ago – 2014 

One of the largest healthcare systems to use PAs, 
the Veterans Health Administration (VA), updates 
its Utilization Guidelines for PAs. The updated 
guidelines enhance the use of PAs while continu-
ing to embrace a patient-centered and team-
based approach to practicing medicine. The di-
rective establishes a new guideline that allows 
PAs, within defined limits, to exercise autonomous 
medical decision-making. 

Following preliminary discussions which began in 
August 2014, the PA History Society signs a con-
tract with the National Library of Medicine (NLM) 
to develop a traveling exhibit consisting of six 
banners that highlight the professions flexibility, 
diversity, collaborative framework and community 
service, both nationally and internationally. Fund-
ed by a grant from NCCPA, the exhibit is to travel 
between NLM constituent libraries and affiliated 
organizations for five years beginning in 2017 
when the PA Profession celebrates its 50th anni-
versary. 

Expectations for 2024 

Expectations are high for the new year. Artificial 
Intelligence and quantum computers will drive 
technological developments.  New vaccines will 
be introduced globally to combat malaria, COVID 
and influenza.  The job market will remain strong 
for Advance Practice Providers (e.g., PAs, NPs).   

What significant events will take place this year 
in the PA profession?  Only time will tell! 
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I am sure everyone 
can look back on 
those times when 
the paths from 
seemingly different 
parts of your life 
converge. Recent-
ly, that happened 
for me in the un-
likeliest of ways. 
My paternal grand-
father was a philat-
elist – a collector of 
first day of issue 
covers. I was re-
cently going 
through a collection 

of first day covers I inherited and found one that 
piqued my interest. A first day cover (FDC) is 
a postage stamp on a  stamped enve-
lope postmarked on the first day of issue. Although 
he passed away many years ago, I have continued 
to be interested in collecting covers issued in the 
United States.  
 
Being of German heritage, my grandfather in his 
collection had both U.S. first day covers and co-
vers from Germany. The cover I found was issued 
in Bonn Germany in 1975 on the 100th anniver-
sary of the birth of Albert Schweitzer. Now Albert 
Schweitzer has a place on two paths of my life – 
Quinnipiac and the PA History Society.  

Quinnipiac hosts the Albert Schweitzer Institute, 
which supports students, faculty, staff and alumni 
to become agents in promoting a culture of peace 
in our communities and the wider world. Housed 
inside the institute is a memorial museum open to 
the public that allows visitors to experience high-
lights from Schweitzer’s life of history-making hu-
manitarianism. The museum traces Schweitzer’s 
life as a young man through his later years with 
authentic photographs, works of art created by 
Schweitzer’s colleagues in Africa and artifacts from 
his years at Lambaréné. My first thought with the 
first day cover was to have it suitably framed and 

Paths Converge 
 

by Bill Kohlhepp, DHSc, PA-C, DFAAPA 
Secretary/Treasurer, PAHx Board of Trustees 

then donate it to the museum.  

As I thought more deeply about Albert Schweitzer, 
I was reminded of a passage in the text PAs Poli-
cy and Practice authored by Hooker, Cawley and 
Everett. That passage is one I often used in my 
course for Quinnipiac PA students on the history 
of the PA profession. In their discussions of the 
pioneers of the PA profession, the authors high-
light Dr. Richard A. (“Dick”) Smith. In the text they 
note:  “Dr. Richard Smith spent time with Dr. Al-
bert Schweitzer in the 1960s when Dr. Smith visit-
ed him at Lambarene Hospital in Gabon, West 
Africa. Many of Dr. Smith’s ideas were formed as 
a result of those conversations.”  

I quickly went to the PA History website to see if 
that piece of history was captured in the biography 
on file (https://pahx.org/bios/smith-richard-a/). I 
reached out to Jim Cawley to confirm where they 
had obtained their information for their book and 
was told that the passage came from a personal 
communication with Dr. Smith that occurred in 
2007 between Smith, Jim Cawley, Rod Hooker, 
and Ruth Ballweg. Those three traveled to Hawaii 
for a weeklong interview with Dr. Smith. The pas-
sage came from discussions about Dr. Smith’s 
time in Africa as a global public health worker with 
Albert Schweitzer.   

When I presented to the Albert Schweitzer Insti-
tute the framed first day cover, I included on the 
back a dedication to the role that Dr. Schweitzer 
played in forming Dr. Smith’s ideas, including the 
role of non-physician providers in the delivery of 
care.  

If your PA program is a paid Associate of the PA 
History Society, you will have access to our PA 
Student Historian checklist along with our updated 
Historian Toolkit! Ask your faculty member to 
download the documents from our website’s Asso-
ciates Only webpage. The PA History Society will 
also be holding a small-group interactive CME 
session at AAPA this year. Please consider send-
ing your class historian to attend to learn more 
about the history of the PA profession and how 
they can do their part in preserving it! 

(PA Student Historians continued from page 2) 







 


