
































at 66 sites in 40 states for a fee of $55. According to the 
brochure announcing the test, it was “designed to assess 
the competence of the assistant to the primary care physi-
cian in carrying out a variety of health care functions.”2   It 
consisted of a morning session of multiple-choice ques-
tions “designed to assess the candidate’s knowledge and 
skill in applying knowledge related to clinical material pre-
sented in printed and pictorial form.”  The afternoon con-
sisted of  a “programmed testing technique involving simu-
lated clinical cases in adult and pediatric medicine de-
signed to assess the candidate’s skill in gathering perti-
nent information about patients and making appropriate 
management decisions.”  
 
Examinees were told that their results would be available 
the later part of February 1974.   Barbara Andrew, who 
oversaw the development and evaluation of the examina-
tion for the NBME, reported that 880 candidates – who 
were either a physician assistants, a Medex or a nurse 
practitioners- took the examination, and the examination 
proved to be reliable statistacally.3  The failure rate on the 
1973 examination was 12.5% (110 examinees).4  
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