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health-care services with measurable outcomes. The office will
serve as a model for other health professions. With today’s
modern technology, history should be alive, easily accessible,
and used to guide future decision-making.

Over the next 3 years, the office will:

• Develop and maintain an integrated, online search-
able archival database that identifies the existence and
location of key documents, articles, books, films, oral
history, audio or videotapes, and other artifacts that
detail the development and evolution of the PA pro-
fession.

• Develop and maintain a Web site presenting a virtual
history of the PA profession. 

• Collect, house, and preserve media, documents, arti-
facts, and other related materials that are not cur-
rently maintained in a suitable academic or physical
environment.

• Assist national PA organizations, education pro-
grams, and newsletter and journal publishers to
develop educational modules, media, bro c h u re s ,
informational displays, articles, books, and related
materials.

• Identify areas in need of more documentation; foster
studies and dialogue about the PA profession.

Organization

The Office to Study, Preserve, and Present the History of
the PA Profession will be a collaborative, non-profit effort
involving the major PA organizations and volunteers. It will
be located at the Duke University Medical Center, affiliated
with the Department of Community and Family Medicine
and the Medical Center’s Archives and Memorabilia Office.
The office will collaborate closely with the Medical Center
archivist, Medical Center Library (Medical History Section),
and the Educational Media Services at Duke University
Medical Center. Dr. Reginald Carter will provide 80% effort
as the project’s director. A full-time staff assistant will assist
him with administrative, database, and Web site management.
An advisory board of 5 to 7 members will oversee operations,
evaluate performance, and identify items for inclusion in the
database. The board will include representatives from the
major PA organizations and include a medical archivist (histo-
rian) and medical sociologist.

Methods

A search will begin immediately to identify and locate the
major collections housing documents, photographs, films,
books, memorabilia, and artifacts that cover the full range of
A A PA, APA P, NCCPA, PA Foundation, ARC-PA initiatives
and activities that have contributed to the development,
o rganization, and mission of the PA profession. An advisory

b o a rd will identify key people, subjects, and topics for inclu-
sion in the database. Individuals who helped establish the
A A PA, APA P, NCCPA, PA Foundation, and ARC-PA and
who helped develop accreditation, legislation, and national
c e rtification processes and pro c e d u res will be contacted to
d e t e rmine if they have personal papers, photographs, or
related materials to be included in the database or added to
the archives. Once materials are identified and located, they
will be cataloged, cross-indexed, and entered into the data-
base with key subject and topic words to allow online
s e a rching. Photographs, films, videotapes, and oral history
audiotapes will be stored and pre s e rved electronically for
f u t u re use. Some of these documents and materials will be
f e a t u red on the PA history home page and in pro f e s s i o n a l
publications. 

Documents and materials that do not have a suitable
home will be collected, cataloged, and placed in the Medical
H i s t o ry Section of the National Library of Medicine (NLM).
The NLM already houses the archives of the AAPA and it
would be prudent to house as many original documents as
possible in a centralized location, especially one maintained
by professional archivists and medical historians. In addition
to these hard copies, an electronic copy of key documents
and materials will be maintained and made available over the
I n t e rnet or by CD-ROM to those needing access to these
documents but who cannot visit the NLM in person to
review the originals.

To help with the workload and identification process,
guidelines and templates will be provided to those who are
willing to help locate, identify, catalog, and index materials
residing in their own organizations, institutions, personal
papers, archives, or libraries. The intent is to elicit the help of
others in the development of the database. Announcements
will be placed in PA publications requesting such assistance
and to encourage individuals to share their anecdotes and
memorabilia with the office. Articles will be published to stim-
ulate interest and specific requests will be made for missing
items. There is a vast amount of material residing in institu-
tional and individual files that will be lost if corrective action
is not taken soon. The office will use e-mail and an interactive
Web site to make communication and the submission of mate-
rials easy. Electronic reproductions will be accepted and
encouraged.

As a parallel effort, a Web site will be established and
maintained to present the virtual history of the PA profession.
This Web site will contain an illustrated history of the PA pro-
fession, including timelines and highlights. Pictures and bio-
graphical data of leaders who helped develop the profession
will be featured and linked appropriately to major initiatives
and activities. Video and audio segments will provide viewers
an opportunity to see and hear these leaders in action. Viewers
will be able to see the original charters of the AAPA and the
A PA P, to see early editions of newsletters, bro c h u re s ,
announcements of early meetings, badges, pins marketing the
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profession, the first attempts at establishing a code of ethics
for the profession, and much more.

Once identified, located, properly stored, and captured
electronically, the archival materials will be featured and
exhibited at the AAPA Annual Conference and at other select-
ed national and regional meetings. This collection will tell the
story of the development and impact that PAs have had on
American medicine. The advisory board will help identify
areas needing more documentation and study. The office will
use a network of contacts based in various PA organizations
and PA educational programs to gather missing documents
and to initiate studies needed to fill gaps of understanding.
The office will encourage, foster, and support original
research that explores key themes underlying inter-profession-
al relationships, policy decisions, and other activities crucial to
the development and expansion of the PA profession.

Timeline

The intent is to have the office established and opera-
tional by July 1, 2001. The amount of funds made available
will dictate how quickly the office can become fully opera-
tional, develop the archival database, establish the Web site to
host the PA history home page, and begin collecting and pre-
serving documents, photographs, films, video, audio tapes,
and other artifacts and memorabilia.

Financial Considerations

During its first three years of operation, the office will
require $638,897 to operate and develop a small reserve fund.
Sources of funding include but are not limited to the follow-
ing:

• Matching funds and in-kind services from the
Department of Community and Family Medicine and
Medical Center Archives and Memorabilia, Duke
University Medical Center.

• Matching funds and in-kind services from major PA
organizations – American Academy of PAs (AAPA),
National Commission for Certification of PA s
(NCCPA), and Association of PA Programs (APAP).

• Major foundation grant(s), corporate, and individual
sponsors.

• Reimbursement for services rendered.

Other possible sources of revenue and support include the
following:

• Annual contributors (individual and corporate
sponsors) interested in pre s e rving PA history, main-
taining a newsletter and PA illustrated history home
p a g e .

• Individuals and organizations requesting help in
developing exhibits or producing videos, slides, or
other media will be charged for services re n d e re d .

• Educational materials used by students or used for
CME could be produced and sold as a potential
s o u rce of revenue. 

• The Advisory Board will assist re s e a rchers in secur-
ing external funding for re s e a rch projects, solicit
funds for the office, and develop strategies for
f u t u re financial viability.

Current Status

The proposal has been approved for funding by the
Department of Community and Family Medicine, the AAPA,
NCCPA, and APAP. Professional, institutional, individual,
and corporate contributions and pledges currently total 30%
of the $638,897 required to open the office in July 2001. A
prototype Web site will be launched in January 2001 to
describe and market the proposal to potential contributors.
To be successful, the office will need both financial and vol-
unteer support from the PA community. If you are interested
in supporting this project, please contact the author at the fol-
lowing mail or e-mail address; Department of Community
and Family Medicine, Duke University Medical School,
Physician Assistant Program, CFM – Box 3848, Durham, NC
27710-0001; carte001@mc.duke.edu.
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