




Physician Assistant History

132 Perspective on Physician Assistant Education, Vol. 12, No. 2, Spring 2001

February 1971, the Civil Service Commission developed a
job category and examinations for PAs in which credit was
given for prior medical corpsman experience. Ford notes in
her book, however, that educational programs should not
become overly reliant on ex-military corpsmen as their
major source of recruits since not all from the ranks would
be interested in pursuing health care careers after service,
especially those drafted and given no choice in the matter.8

Conclusion

The American Medical Association’s advertisement
reminds us that the plight of former medical corpsmen was
used by the pioneers of our profession to gain professional
and public support of Dr. Charles Hudson’s proposal to
train physician’s assistants (as they were then called, with
the ’s) from the ranks of “nonmedical and nonnursing
personnel.” Although not an easy sell, it made sense to
expand the talents of these men by training them to be PAs
to help meet the growing demand for health care services in
the 1960s caused by a shortage of all types of medical and

nursing personnel. Like the phoenix, the mythical bird who
rises from the ashes of its former self, the PA profession
benefited tremendously from drawing its first students from
the military corpsmen ranks. 
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